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Guys and Dolls, I know you are eagerly awaiting our 61st ANSDC next year! Our 

committee are very excited to see the numbers growing nicely for the Convention. 

We now have 432 dancers registered. Encourage your square dance friends to 

register if they haven’t already filled out a form.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Thank you to Chris Froggatt, Howard Cockburn and Mike Davey and all of your helpers for 

putting on a fabulous Halfway Dance in Holbrook.  

All our committee had a marvellous time! 

We thought your calling was mighty fine! 

If you haven’t heard our big news yet, just can’t wait to tell you! 

Terry Williams won our special draw, he couldn’t believe it was true! 

It’s come at such a special time as he’s getting married too! 

Thanks again to Fantastic Aussie Tours, you’re simply the best! 

We love the special website you set up for our delegates. 

Click on this website that’s made just for you. 

http://www.fantastic-aussie-tours.com.au/2020-square-dancers.aspx Toodle-Loo!!! 

 

http://www.fantastic-aussie-tours.com.au/2020-square-dancers.aspx
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Congratulations to Terry and Dorothy (picture on page 1) who won the Early Bird draw. They 

decided to select the Post-Convention Rock and Reef Tour visiting Ayers Rock, The Olgas, Port 

Douglas and Cairns, including The Great Barrier Reef as their prize through Fantastic Aussie 

Tours!!!  

I’ll be going on the Central West Post Convention Tour which will visit Little Hartley, Jenolan Caves, 

Mayfield Gardens, Bathurst and Mudgee. You can book directly on the website at 

http://www.fantastic-aussie-tours.com.au/2020-square-dancers.aspx if you’d like to treat yourself 

to a lovely trip where you can sit back and relax while someone else does the driving! 

 Now some more exciting news that our Convention goers can benefit from! 

The Committee of the 2020 ANSDC have really been most fortunate that so many businesses are happy 

to step up to welcome and support our 2020 Australian National Square Dance Convention by offering 

discounts or free services. We truly are most grateful! 

I have four new sponsors to welcome! 

 

  

A big thank you to Watsons Shuttle who have come on board as Gold Sponsors. They are providing 

an evening free shuttle service that will be based on a first in best-dressed basis to our delegates that 

are staying no more than 12 km (Linden to Blackheath) from our venue. They will now take bookings 

for the first 27 people who contact them so get in quick! They’ll pick you up from your accommodation 

and take you to our venue, and then of course for the return trip home at the end of the dance too. 

Website: https://www.watsonsshuttle.com.au/ email: info@watsonsshuttle.com.au 

Phone 1300FUNBUS or 0498100211 

 

 

 

Thrifty Car Rentals are offering a 12% discount off retail rates 

for passenger and commercial vehicles. You can ring on 1300 

365564 or visit their website at https://www.thrifty.com.au/small-

business and use the CD number 4908008351. 
 

Waradah Australian Centre have donated 4 Adult passes to their  

Live theatre show. Plus, they are offering all our delegates a special entry  

price to see a performance of their live theatre show. Times and prices to 

be published in coming issues. Ring 02 47821970 or visit their website  

to find out more: http://www.waradah.com.au 

 

 

http://www.fantastic-aussie-tours.com.au/2020-square-dancers.aspx
https://www.thrifty.com.au/small-business
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Nepean Belle Paddlewheeler (Blue 

Mountains River Cruises) have donated a Lunch 

Cruise for two adults in our upcoming raffle.  
 

Ring 02 47331274. Email: 

info@nepeanbelle.com.au or check out more 

details: http://www.nepeanbelle.com.au 

  

I love the Blue Mountains! 

I have worked two days a week in the Blue Mountains for many years now and have been dancing at 

“Mountain Devils Square Dance Club” since April 2016, when I first started square dancing! Being 

Publicity Manager for the 2020 ANSDC I’ve recently decided to take on volunteering once a fortnight 

at the Katoomba Visitors Information Centre. Not only can I give back to our sponsors by promoting 

their businesses while there, but I now also have the opportunity to gain some very first-hand 

information about the best places to visit while in the Blue Mountains. I look forward to sharing that 

information with you, so that while planning your trip to the convention you might decide to spend 

some extra time in the area to check out some new and interesting places that you haven’t experienced 

before, or maybe revisit some old favourites too! 

What’s on in the Blue Mountains? 
 

Top Pick No.1. Waradah Australian Centre 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Two weeks ago I went to visit Waradah, 

which is located a one minute walk up 

from the iconic Three Sisters. They have 

a dedicated performance theatre and 

currently run 5 half hour shows daily. 

Each live performance encompasses 

and celebrates significant events in 

Australia’s colourful history such as 

aspects of Australia’s rich Indigenous 

culture, as well as the Bush Ranger; Ned 

Kelly, the gold rush and ANZAC 

heritage all in full period costume. I had 

a fabulous time and would really 

recommend that you take time out to 

see one of their performances! They 

also have a gallery with Indigenous art 

and a great gift shop where I purchased 

a beautiful scarf and silk cape. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@nepeanbelle.com.au
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Top Pick No.2. Nepean Belle Paddlewheeler (Blue Mountains River Cruises) 

I had the pleasure of meeting the owners of the Nepean Belle, Carol and Chris Bennett, whilst at a 

BMATA (Blue Mountains Accommodation and Tourism Association) meeting. They purchased “the 

Belle” as she is affectionately known in October 2013. It departs for Devonshire tea, lunch and dinner 

cruises. There’s nothing like the nostalgia of the paddlewheels churning, the water lapping against the 

hulls, reliving the romance and excitement of the paddlewheel era. The Belle is renowned for its 

exceptional fresh food and welcoming atmosphere. I hope you’ll make time during your stay in the Blue 

Mountains to take the paddle wheeler experience!!! 

 

Top Pick No. 3. Valley Heights Locomotive Depot and Heritage Museum 

I can personally recommend a visit here. Until recently I would never have realised just how very 

interesting and fun this place could be. Now I’m a bit of a train lover, Keith, a friend who volunteers 

there, has given me a private tour and converted me!  

The original line that crossed The Blue Mountains was built and opened to Weatherboard (now known 

as Wentworth Falls) in 1867. It was a single line with many small stations and sidings to allow trains to 

pass going in the opposite direction. Back in those early days a second engine called a pilot was coupled 

up to help get the trains up the steep slope from Penrith to the Blue Mountains. 

Ride on a real steam train. See the working model trains and an interesting movie to watch, plus you 

can climb up into their collection of vintage train engines and carriages that have been lovingly restored 

by an enthusiastic group of very talented and dedicated volunteers. In the museum there is lots of 

interesting rail memorabilia and an art gallery on site which further adds to the list of things to enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

  

Valley Heights Locomotive Depot 

Check website for opening times. 

Don’t forget these old favourites that everyone enjoys on a visit to the Blue Mountains; the Blue 

Mountains Explorer Bus, Scenic Railway & Skyway.  I recently went on the Blue Mountains Hop on Hop 

off bus, which takes an hour to do the whole circuit if you stay on. The driver was such a funny and 

entertaining character with interesting stories as well as a very factual commentary! 
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We look forward to you tripping the light fantastic as we reignite the glamour of the 1920’s. If you don’t wish to receive this newsletter please let us 

know at publicity2020sdconvention@gmail.com 

 

Cheers Susanne Horvat 

Publicity Manager 

Feel free to give me a bell on 0425 394 002 or email publicity2020sdconvention@gmail.com.  
 

Check out the website at www.2020sdconvention.com and the Facebook page at 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/434857693607535/?source_id=1396017973996898  
 

  
 

 

Guys and Dolls, there’s more fabulous prizes for you to win! 

Through the generosity of our sponsors we are able to put together another spectacular raffle as a 

2020 ANSDC fundraiser. Tickets are $2 each, or 3 for $5, or 8 for $10. Anyone who would like to 

purchase some tickets or a book or two let me know and we will be happy to post them to you. We 

will draw the raffle at our Christmas Dance on the 30th November please email me if you wish to 

have them sent.  

First prize: A bus trip for two on the Central West Post Convention Tour is valued at $1,780.00! 

Kindly donated by Fantastic Aussie Tours. 

 

 

 

Second prize: A Lunch Cruise on the Nepean Belle donated by Carol and Chris Bennett.  

Third prize: 4 adult tickets to Waradah’s live theatre performance donated by Bonnie and Mark. 

 

 

 

 

Spring has arrived and it is time to shake off those  

Winter Blues!  

 

Spring and Autumn are the most beautiful times in the Blue Mountains, and we are 

lucky enough to be holding our 61st Convention in this World Heritage National Park 

from 10-14th April 2020. 

Don’t forget to book for April 2020 – Fantastic Aussie Tours is partnering with us to 

provide airport transfers, wonderful day tours and post-convention tours. BOOK 

NOW! bookings@fantastic-aussie-tours.com.au 
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